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This brochure contains general information on how Crown 
lands in Ontario may be used or obtained. If more detailed 
information on a particular topic is desired, please ask for 
the other publications noted herein. 


Free Use of Crown Land 


Any person may freely travel upon unposted Crown lands 
for activities such as hiking, canoeing, skiing, swimming, 
boating, or bird watching, as well as for hunting and 
fishing, subject to the game laws. Private (non-commercial) 
camping is free on unposted Crown land for up to three 
weeks per year in most areas. The exception is in northern 
Ontario where non-residents of Canada are obligated to 
pay a fee for camping on Crown lands. 


Recreational Use 


(a) Recreation Camp Sites 
These small sites, formerly known as hunt camp sites, 
angling camp sites, etc. were established years ago. Most of 
these still exist and have camps on them. Additional new 
sites are generally not available. 
It may be possible to obtain an existing site by acquiring the 
camp from its owner. But before purchasing such a camp, 
the local District Office of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources should be contacted to find out if a new land use 
permit will be issued. 

(b) Cottage Lots (northern Ontario only) 
Lots, about 1/4 hectare in size, in registered subdivisions 
usually fronting on water, may be purchased. Only Ontario 
residents are eligible to apply during the first year in which 
these lots are on the market. Other Canadian residents are 
eligible to apply during the second year. 
After the second year, non-residents of Canada may apply 
to lease (but not purchase) any remaining Crown lots. 
A lease issues for a term of 30 years with two 10-year 
options for renewal. 
Where demand exceeds supply, lots are disposed of by 
public auction, public tender or public draw. 


Uses of Shorelands 


Land under water, and in many cases land within about 20 
metres of the water, is Crown land. Some private uses of 
these Crown lands are free to the owner of the adjacent dry 
land. Other private and commercial uses are not free. 
Before placing improvements on these Crown lands, a 
work permit is required from the local District Office of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Under some circumstances, a land-owner may purchase the 
shoreline road allowance or reserve lying between this 
property and the water (See Publication No. 5106). 


Residential Land 


Where suitable Crown land exists within northern 
communities and municipalities, lots for residential use 
may be available for purchase or lease. Outside of 
communities and municipalities,-a residence on Crown land 
is not permitted unless such a residence is essential to the 
full-time rural occupation of the applicant. (See 
Publication No. 5107). 
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Commercial or 
Industrial Land 


These are lands suitable for enterprises such as service 
stations, motels, industrial plants, marinas or tent and 
trailer camps. Sites are available in most northern districts 
and may be from | to 6 hectares in size. A site may be 
purchased at market value or leased at an annual rent based 
on market value. In either case, specified improvements 
must be made on the site. When land is required for uses 
such as an airstrip, a golf course, or a manufacturing 
complex, the 6 hectare maximum may be exceeded. (See 
Publication No. 5108). 


Agriculture Land 


A person who has the financial resources, experience and 
knowledge to set up and operate a viable full-time farming 
operation may be eligible to obtain Crown land for 
farming. If so, the land is made available on condition that 
it will be used solely for agricultural purposes. (See 
Publication No. 5162). 


Homestead Land 


Crown land for homesteading is not available in Ontario. 
The Homestead and free grant legislation was repealed 
in 1961. 


Tax Sale Lands 


These are not Crown lands. They are mentioned in this 
brochure because many people enquire about them. Tax 
sale land becomes available only within areas that are 
municipally organized, i.e. the lands are privately owned 
properties subject to municipal taxation. A municipality 
may seize and sell private property to recoup municipal 
taxes owning. Sales are arranged by the municipality (not 
by this Ministry) and are usually by tender or public auction. 
In territory without municipal organization, tax arrears re- 
sult in the land being forfeited to the Crown. It thereby re- 
gains the status of Crown land. (See Publication No. 5162). 


Maps 


A variety of maps at different scales are available and many 
are produced by the Ministry of Natural Resources for sale 
to the public. Some township and area maps show the 
location of Crown land and Private land. These maps show 
original land grants, but do not identify current owners. 


Most district offices have maps showing Crown lands in the 
district. In some districts these maps are available to the 
public and can be obtained by writing to the addresses in 
Publication No. 5163. 

Many other types of planimetric, topographic and thematic 
maps are available by writing the Public Information 
Centre, Ministry of Natural Resources, Whitney Block, 
Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ontario. M7A 1W3. 


Related Information 


Price of Crown Land 
Price is based on the market value of the land. Annual rent 
is a percentage of this value. 


Timber Rights 

Crown timber may be cut only under authority of a Crown 
timber licence. Licences are issued to provide timber to the 
established local wood-using industries. 


Trapping Rights 
Crown land throughout Ontario is allocated into trapline 


areas and exclusive rights to harvest fur thereon are held by 
licenced Registered Trappers. 


Unauthorized Uses of 
Crown Land 


It is illegal to place or leave any building or thing on Crown 
land except: 

(a) for the free uses mentioned in this publication or, 

(b) by authorization of the Ministry of Natural Resources. 


Any building or thing illegally occupying Crown land 
(including Crown land covered with water or ice) 
automatically is the property of the Crown and may be 
sold, disposed of, or destroyed. In addition, the person 
who unlawfully places anything on Crown land is liable 
to penalty. 


Littering or Dumping on 

Crown Land 

It is illegal to throw or deposit any material, substance or 
thing on Crown land (including Crown land covered with 


water or ice). Any person doing so without the Ministry’s 
written consent is liable to a substantial fine. 


Privately Owned Lands 


Some three million hectares of land in Ontario are in pri- 
vate ownership. Most of this is located in southern Ontario 
and includes land suitable for recreation, farming, residen- 
tial, commercial and other uses. Very often the land may 
contain natural resources such as timber or minerals. You 
should not overlook the possibility that your needs for land 
may be filled from the private market. For information 
about realty services available in any area of the Province, 
you should contact the Ontario Real Estate Association, 
Communications Department, 99 Duncan Mill Road, Don 
Mills, Ontario, M3B 1Z2. Telephone 445-9910. They may 
be able to direct you to a suitable local real estate board. 

In the event that this publication does not provide you with 
the information you need, you should contact any of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources district offices or call Public 
Lands in Toronto at (416) 965-2743. 
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